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the music poor, but they did not dare to express
their opinions openly for fear of Madame de
Pompadour who was the patroness of the authors
of this performance.

The Dauphin and the Dauphine liked music and
attended numerous concerts both sacred and other-
wise; but they rarely went to theatres or balls. In
the retirement of his rooms the Dauphin used to
play the violin, or organ or harpsichord; he sang
well and could appreciate the talent of the best
composers of the time. This taste he inherited
from his great-grandfather, and he developed it
along most intelligent and enlighted lines.

Now, with the consummation of a marriage that
appeased his anxieties, Louis XV's happiness was
almost unalloyed. Mme de Pompadour afforded
him joys almost unknown before; and he spent
all-too-brief hours with her, enamoured of her
radiant beauty, her grace and vivacity, her impul-
siveness, her lively rebellious gaiety and her
encyclopaedic knowledge. He was never bored
in her company, and not a hint of weariness or
misunderstanding ever came between them.

It was the Marquise who inspired him to protect
art and literature, managed to overcome his
distrust of poets and philosophers, and encouraged
him to lavish expenditure whose results were the
glory of his reign; she was quick to discern real
talent, to employ it and stimulate its activity; and
her patronage remained one of the happiest. With